We are all ready to acknowledge Italy as the mother of the fine arts, 
but few, probably, consider how deeply medical science is indebted to her sons.
We shall therefore, without further allusion to the writers of ancient Rome, take a hasty review of the claims of the Italian school of medicine.
From the eighth to the twelfth centuries the only European schools of medicine, with the exception of the Saracenic schools in Spain, were the Neapolitan establishments of Monte Cassino and Salerno, which enjoyed a high reputation in the eleventh century. The latter school is supposed to have been the first where medical men were obliged to go through a regular course of study, and, after passing examinations, had a diploma granted to them. In the thirteenth century this university became 
